
Welcome to the Year 11 
Parents' Information 

Evening
Welcome to the Year 11 Parents’ 

Information Evening



Running Order

• Welcome- Steve Wilson – Head Teacher

• Year 11 Overview – Abi Welch – Head of Year 11

• Our GCSE Exam Success – Steve Wilson

• Core subject overview and support:
• Chris Johnson – Second in Maths/Acting Head of Maths

• Kim Smith – Head of English

• Alan Keegan – Head of Science

• Parental Support Perspective – Linda Buckle- Deputy Head

• Emotional Wellbeing- Kirsty Hutchinson- school counsellor

• Finish- Steve Wilson



Our theme for Year 10 and 11

@wbhs2017_2020



Uniform 

Unicorn .

.

Work experience

School 

Council

Whitley World Records

Project Santa

Monday 

Motivation

Careers CarouselYear 10 Exams

Duke of Edinburgh 

expeditions

Engineering Taster 

Day at Newcastle Uni

Results day
Law Taster Day at 

Leeds University

The Steps to Success we have already taken on our way to 
Everest Base Camp

Northumbria University 

Workshop

Oxford and Cambridge 

Workshops



Year 11 Steps to 
Success Ahead ...

Wednesday 27th November – Progress 
Checks

Tuesday 10th December- Sixth Form 
Courses Evening

Friday 10th January – St James’ Park day

Monday 13th January – Revision Launch 
Event Week

Thursday 13th February - Trial Exams

start

Monday 10th March – Year 11 Guidance 
Meetings Begin

Wednesday 18th March- Parent Revision 
Workshops

Friday 20th March – Trial exam results 
issued

Monday 23rd March/ Wednesday 1st

April – Year 11 Parents' Evening

Friday 4th April – Easter Holidays

6th May- Alternative Timetable

Monday 12th May – Year 11 Exam season

Thursday 20th August – GCSE Results Day



The Importance of 
Memory in Year 11

Memory – vital for success 
in the new GCSEs

• Memory plays a central 
role in exam success at any 
level.

• At GCSE, we now have a 
knowledge-based 
curriculum.

• Year 10 – Developing 
knowledge and 
understanding.

• Year 11 –Developing 
knowledge, exam skills and 
memory.



• 88% of students achieved the new 9 – 4 
grades in English

• 88 % of students achieved the new 9 – 4 
grade in Maths

• 83% of students achieved 9 – 4 grades in 
at least two sciences

• Over 84% of all grades in all subjects 
were 9 - 4

• Students of all abilities at WBHS 
made significantly better than 
expected progress

Despite the introduction of the more challenging GCSE 
courses WBHS achieved outstanding GCSE results in 2019.





“The fight is won or lost far 
away from witnesses – behind 
the lines, in the gym, and out 
there on the road, long before 
I dance under those lights.”

Muhammad Ali



Mr Chris Johnson



What the questions will look like...



What the questions will look like...



Extra things to help...

Monday 
Lunchtime

Drop In
B104

Foundation - Thursday
Higher – Friday

B104 8am

Grade 7/8/9 Club
B104 

Wed 3.15pm



Things you can do to help at home...

Homework and 
Equipment

Revision 
Guides

Corbett Maths



Miss Kim Smith



English Language and 
GCSE English Literature

• Your child will get two GCSEs – English 
Language and English Literature.

• Two exams for Language and two exams 
for Literature.

• English Language and Literature use the 
9 – 1 grading system.

• The exam papers are not differentiated 
according to higher and foundation tiers. 
Each exam paper allows students to 
access the full range of grades.



Year 10 Vs. Year 11

Year 10:

Year 11: 



Successful English Students need to 
develop the following four skills

• To be a Critic

• To be a Craftsperson 

• To be a Curator 

• To be Creative

You need to be able to respond to texts that 
you read and evaluate the ideas and 
opinions in them as well as the methods the 
writer uses.

You need to be understand the craft of 
writing and creating texts. This means that 
you are aware of the language and structural 
features that writers use.

You need to gather up and keep returning to 
key facts and ideas that allow you to learn 
and understand even more in the future.

You need to be able to create your own 
writing – stories, articles, essays, poems, 
plays, speeches. The three skills above will 
help you be creative



Example Language Questions

Paper One

Reading: An extract 
from Brighton Rock by 
Graham Green

How has the writer 
structured the text to 
interest you as a 
reader?

Paper One

Writing: Your school 
or college is asking 
students to contribute 
some creative writing 
for its website. Write a 
description suggested 
by this picture:

40 marks



Example Language Questions

Paper Two

Reading: An Extract 
from Greenwich Fair by 
Charles Dickens

How does Dickens use 
language to make the 
reader feel part of the 
fair?

Paper Two

Writing - ‘Festivals and fairs 
should be banned. They 
encourage bad behaviour and 
are disruptive to local 
communities.’

Write a letter to your local 
newspaper in which you 
argue for or against this 
statement.

[40 marks]



GCSE English Literature



What the 
exams 

look like

Both exams are ‘closed book’.
Students are encouraged to buy 
a copy of each text to annotate 

and read that home as a 
method of revision.

Texts can be purchased from 
the English Department.



We are here to help

• Cinema Club

• Early English Club

• Theatre Trip to see An 
Inspector Calls



You can help at home

• Ask questions about set texts

• Read quality newspapers

• Importance of context – reading and watching 
relevant television and documentaries

• Encourage your child to watch our videos on 
sharepoint



Science

Dr Alan 
Keegan



Questions on experiments



Linear exams 
require a spiral 

approach…

(to make connections and revisit older 
concepts)

Weekly 
homework 

covers older 
topics using 

exam-
appropriate 
questions



Important information
Combined Science (double award)

6 exams in total (1hr 15 each)
Separate Sciences (triple)

6 exams in total (1hr 45 each)

Higher tier: 9/9 to 4/3 Higher Tier only: 
9 – 4 in each Separate Science

Foundation tier: 5/5 to 1/1

Choosing the right tier of entry is crucial.

52% of Combined Science Students sat the 
Foundation paper in 2019

Final decision is collaborative and is made 
after the trial exams in Feb.

Year 11 students will sit an internal science 
exam (Higher or Foundation) in the final week 
of this half term to start the decision-making 

process.



Success in science

Combined science
Sample exam papers can 
be found here:

https://www.aqa.org.uk/
subjects/science/gcse/co
mbined-science-trilogy-
8464/assessment-
resources

https://www.bbc.com/bit
esize/subjects/zp266yc

Separate sciences
Sample exam papers can 
be found here:

http://www.aqa.org.uk/su
bjects/science/gcse

https://www.bbc.com/bit
esize/examspecs/zpgcbk7

https://www.bbc.com/bit
esize/examspecs/z8xtmnb

https://www.bbc.com/bit
esize/examspecs/zsc9rdm





The parents’ role in helping 
your child prepare for exams

You can't be there with 
them but what can you do 
over the next few months?



Maintain your support with homework and revision

Too much ... Too little

BALANCE!



What do 
they get in 

their 
progress 
checks?

• All 1s with the odd 2: support 
them to keep going!

• Mostly 2s: a bit more to do. 
Discuss changes to focus and 
work habits

• Less than that: improvement
needed as a matter of urgency.



Effort / Attitude / 
Homework

Grade Performance in every 
subject

Score / Rating

-0.4 Getting 2s and 3s on Progress Check (Needs to 
Improve)

+0.4 1s and 2s (Between Good and Excellent)

1.2 All 1s Excellent



When and how to work?

The best learners need time 
for:

• Homework/independent 
study

• Sleep

• Hobbies and interests

• Socialising

• Personal time and space
Weeknights:

Straight after school
Straight after dinner

Weekends:
Sunday? When?

How far have you got 
with conversations 

and plans about this?

Use of holidays for 
more extended 

revision and 
developed thinking



What do the 
experts say?

A successful student:

• Has a clear goal

• Makes school work a priority

• Finds balance

• Takes responsibility for their 
learning

• Makes a revision plan

• Attends class

• Participates

• Talks to their teachers

• Uses family and friends for 
support

• Asks for help if needed



How can you practically help them?

• It doesn’t matter if you don’t know the 
subject or it’s all changed since you 
were at school.

• You need to support them in their 
understanding.

• Share it out amongst partners, 
grandparents, older siblings if at all 
possible.

• Test them when they make revision 
cards etc.

• Let them teach you difficult concepts.

• Encourage posters around the house.

• Be around and take an interest.



If this worries you or 
you want to know 
more

Please attend our

Parents' Revision

Workshop

Wednesday 18th 
March

where you will be 
given precise advice 
on how you can help.














